
                             
 

We will long remember our dear friend Barry. 
 
Barry Coates, one of Hansa’s very best friends died this month (September 
2022) but for 15 years he had defied his doctor’s bleak predictions and kept living long 
after he’d been diagnosed with an aggressive form of prostate cancer.   
 
Early treatment had involved chemo and medication which obviously worked to slow 
things down, but in there were some pills which also eradicated short term memory which 
led to some hilarious experiences. At first these seemed very scary but Barry wasn’t at all 
phased, instead for him it was full steam ahead, having the time of his life.  
 
It is amazing how life finds a way to sort things out, as here’s Barry with no sense of the 
confusion around him, which he caused but couldn’t remember, with no sense of the time 
line he was travelling, having a ball simply living in his moment of now. But he didn’t    
forget things like people and always knew who you were. 
 
So Barry’s experience shows you can go on competing and winning in a Liberty even with 
compounding physical and mental disabilities which you conveniently forget all about 
when you are out there racing. Or maybe you can’t win as the best place you can      
manage is second if you can’t remember the layout of the course. But that doesn’t mean 
you are not always striving for that increasingly elusive gold. 
 
Barry lived on the Gold Coast in southern Queensland, a two day drive south on the   
annual pilgrimage to Sail Melbourne. Our factory in Nowra is about halfway so the place 
for an overnight stop. It was around midday when Jackie received a call from Barry’s very 
concerned daughter saying Dad had been involved in a minor accident when passing 
through western Sydney. The police were trying to find him as he’d mysteriously just got 
back in his car and left the scene. Had we seen him? 
 
An hour or so later Baz arrived, completely oblivious to the incident earlier in the day. The 
plan was to stay the night with us, which was just as well as I was amazed to see that his 
Liberty, C - RED had slid forward on its trailer and the keel had fallen onto the road which 
had filed away about 50mm of its length and flattened itself out so it looked like a crude 
winged keel.  
 
The flared out lead needed to be cut and ground back to lift the keel out of the boat, which we did, then              
repositioned the hull, lashing it back so it couldn’t slide forward again, and lowered in a new keel. That fixed the 
boat problem but next morning as Barry was preparing to leave he surprised us saying he’d be back home on the 
Gold Coast that evening. “What do you mean, have you forgotten you are on your way south to Sail Melbourne?” 
This prompted Jackie to prepare a letter of instructions for Baz to check what he was to do next, if he remembered 
he had it, and to be shown to anyone along way who might get caught up in the adventure. It included where he 
was going and why (Sail Melbourne at Sandringham YC), where he was staying with contact details, and Jackie ’s 

24hr phone number if needed.              …/2 
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Vale Barry Coates 

As the days went by and Jackie didn’t get a call we had to accept that somehow it was all working out OK. About 
two weeks later Baz arrived back at our half way house, and lucky he had remembered to call in as C - Red had slid 
forward again, the keel falling to the road and again scraped and worked itself into a winged keel. This time we 
modified the trailer with a longitudinal plank to support the keel, and toiled into the night to rebuild the original keel 
so Barry could get back on his way north next morning.  
 
We need a correction here, as we found out later that while on one occasion at Sail   Melbourne Barry forgot where 
he’d parked his very distinctive car so rang the police to report it stolen. When they arrived it didn’t take long for 
them to find it parked just outside the gates of Sandringham YC where Baz had parked it that morning. 
 
A year later was Tish and Michael’s wedding 100 km south of us at Nelligan, 15km up the Clyde River from Bate-
mans Bay. Barry phoned Jackie with an update as he drove south and I was to meet him after the Nowra bridge to 
lead him through the backroads to our house as it was very busy Friday afternoon holiday traffic. When he didn ’t 
arrive I called and asked where are you? 
“Ok there’s a road sign ahead - Batemans 
Bay 56km”, meaning Baz had forgotten he 
was coming to stay with us and driven 
straight through Nowra. 
 
We met up next evening at Nelligan and 
immediately keyed our address in Barry’s 
navigator and discussed the plan for the 
drive home later that evening. Baz was to 
leave with us to make it easy. But at the last 
minute he said he was staying overnight in a 
local motel and would be at our place about 
noon next day. When he didn’t turn up I 
phoned to see where he was. Yes he’s 
“approaching Nowra now, there’s a road 
sign ahead - Tweed Heads 25km”. Good 
heavens, Barry had forgotten he was stay-
ing overnight in Nelligan and left after us 
driving non-stop all night and was just 70km 
short of his home on the Gold Coast. 
 
Barry toured the world competing in Hansa 
events, probably the only sailor at all our 
Worlds, but his favourites were European 
regional and national championships,      
particularly in France. Usually accompany-
ing him were his two adopted girls, probably 
the two most travelled and medaled Special 
Olympics sailors on the planet. 
 
Barry’s story in one word says passion. Red 
is the colour of passion and love, but it can 
also mean stop, Ferrari red is passion for 
power and speed, or blood red for anger, 
even hate. But in Barry’s world it was a 
statement of his passionate love of life, to 
the loves of his life. In the language of   
symbols his ageing red Mercedes said it all 
with its rego plate BAZ 777. As does his 
Hansa red sailboat of choice, his much 
loved Liberty named C - RED. Red wine. 
Red lipstick.  
 
Yes Baz we loved you too. 

 1. GOLD. The Hansa Worlds is a celebration of inclusion, 
where people are encouraged to sail solo, or in a team, and 
be competitive  regardless of any inhibiting condition. All are        
welcome, regardless of age, size, shape, colour, gender etc, 
any aspect or difference in the physical or mental body they 
inhabit is irrelevant.  

 2. PURPLE. Where sailboats are classified, not people.  
Sailing club organized multi class events, where boats with 
the appropriate Time Correction Factor are welcome. The 
races are timed and adjusted according to the boat’s TCF. 
The Hansa  classes have Portsmouth Yardsticks and other 
recognized TCF’s so regularly compete in these events 
around the world.  

 3. BLUE. An event where 2 opposites form a team, like a        
disabled person steering with an able bodied crew handling 
the sheets. A team can also be one of each gender, or   
double down with both genders, one able, one disabled. The 
point here being it’s open to all and doesn’t sub classify  
according to aspects of the sailors body or mind. 

 4. GREEN. Events using conventional classes where a UD 
or other specially designed or modified craft is introduced so 
a    disabled person can be “included” in the otherwise Able 
Bodied fleet. The higher the percentage of UD or modified 
craft included in the overall fleet the higher the 
“inclusiveness” of the event, particularly if there is no     
mandate that only disabled people can sail in the more   
accessible craft.  

 5. YELLOW. Events where binary opposites of able bodied 
and disabled are segregated into separate events,  
particularly for disabled people only as here able bods are 
excluded. These can be further subdivided into male and 
female and other sub groups.  

 6. PINK. Events for specific sub groups of disabled people, 
like blind sailing for vision impaired people and Special 
Olympics, which brings intellectually disabled athletes 
together periodically for their multi sport, multi discipline 
world games.  

 7. RED. Events for only the most elite athletes across 
 numerous disciplines, only the best representing their  
nation, as in the Olympics. The Paralympics goes a step 
further excluding all but disabled people, with sub group 
classifications according to mental or physical ability  
separating athletes to compete against sub groups of peers. 



World Sailing’s #BACKTHEBID campaign.  

World Sailing have completed their submission to the International Paralympic 
Committee to have sailing reinstated in the Paralympics in time for the LA 2028 
Games. 

Their #BackTheBid campaign, launched in October 2021, has seen sailors and 
athletes from around the world supporting the sport’s reinstatement. Small grass-
root sailing programs, Hansa events, current World Champions, former             
Paralympians and even teams in the SailGP championships have recorded      
videos, added their signatures to petitions and displayed and used the hashtag to 
promote the World Sailing bid. 

Hansa boats have played a large part in the Para Sailing Development Programs 
(PDP’s) in the last few years with events held prior to our World Championships in 
2018 and 2021. Another PDP will be held prior to our Asia Pacific Championship in 
Hiroshima in October 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Hansa European Championships to 

be held in the Netherlands 

The International Hansa Class Association has announced the details of the 2024 
Hansa Class European Championships. The event will be held in Sneek, The 
Netherlands, hosted by Royal Yacht Club Sneek. The proposed dates are the 14th
– 21st September 2024. 

In making the announcement, VP Championships, Bob Schahinger said: “It is with 
pleasure we announce that the 2024 European Championships will be held in The 
Netherlands, hosted by the Royal Yacht Club Sneek. The proposal from this venue 
was very strong and the Club has an impressive record of hosting major sailing 
championships. As a committee we are keen to see our major events spread 
throughout venues and countries to allow growth within our classes. This event will 
be the first major Hansa Class championship to be held in Northern Europe since 
the 2016 Hansa Class World Championships in Medemblik. We are grateful to the 
other countries who expressed interest in hosting this event, and look forward to 
working with the Royal Yacht Club Sneek to facilitate an excellent championship”. 

Chairman of the Racing Committee from the Yacht Club Sneek, Klaas Weissen-
bach said “We are very pleased that the 2024 Hansa Class European Champion-
ships will be held in Sneek, The Netherlands. The venue will be at a great location 
in the Sneekermeer (lake near the city of Sneek). Each year the Sneekermeer is 
the location for many large sailing competitions. But for 2024 we especially want to 
give a warm welcome to all sailors and spectators of the Hansa class. The Royal 
Yacht club Sneek and our crew are very enthusiastic and looking forward to organ-
ize this great event together with the IHCA.” 

Invited classes for the Championships will be the Hansa 2.3, Hansa 303 singles 
and doubles and Hansa Liberty. 

 

 

 

NZ Regatta 
Dates 

This summer,  the New Zealand 
Hansa Class Association will be 
holding separate Hansa 303 
and Liberty championships. 

The NZ 303 championships and 
Kiwi Cup will take place at Lake 
Ngaroto. Registration is on 
Thursday 1st Dec and racing 
2nd 3rd 4th December for 303 
Doubles and Singles.  

The Notice of race is available 
and entry open for this event 
via this link. 

The NZ Liberty Championships 
will be held in Auckland 24 – 26 
March 2023.   
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Sail 
Melbourne 

2023 

  

Sail Melbourne dates for 2023 
have been recently announced. 

The regatta will take place at 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club from 
January 14th to 18th. 

Invited Hansa Classes are the 
303 singles and doubles and the 
SKUD 18, 

More details will be available on 
the event website here. 

https://hansaclass.org/2022/08/18/nz-hansa-303-championships/
http://www.sailmelbourne.com.au


UK Hansa Class Championships 

The 2022 UK Hansa Class Championships were held at Carsington in mid June. Competitors came from 

throughout the UK, the Netherlands, Ireland, Oman and even from as far away as Australia! The 28 boats in the 

fleets had to contend with variable weather conditions from hot and gusty to cold with drizzling rain across the 3 

day championships. 

A tough competition was held in the Liberty competition, with reigning World and European Liberty Champion, 

Vera Voorbach from the Netherlands going head to head with UK sailor David Durston. Both sailors took 3 wins 

from the 8 race program, but David’s consistency with 4 second place finishes saw him edge ahead to win the 

coveted Liberty trophy for the first time. 

Reigning World 303 doubles championships, Australia’s Chris Symonds and Manuela Klinger showed the fleet 

the way home in each race, with a perfect scorecard in their 8 races. Similarly, in the 2.3 fleet, Lindsay Burns 

won 7 of her races but did not compete in the last, but her results were still strong enough to see her take out 

the title from Andrew Lebec. 

In the 303 singles division, Rory McKinna had a close battle with visiting Taiwanese student      

Chichian Wu,  sharing the 1st placings across the event. Rory’s experience and consistency, saw 

him draw ahead to win by 3 points. 

Full results on the UK Hansa Class website via this link. 

2023 Worlds to be held in Portimao 

The 2024 Hansa Class World and International Championships will be held 
in Portimao, Portugal from 14th to 21st October 2023, hosted by Iate Clube 
Marina de Portimão. 

The venue is the site of the 2019 Hansa Class European Championships. 

The regatta will be open to sailor in the Hansa 2.3, 303 singles and doubles and Liberty. 

A second event—the Iberian Cup—will be held at the same venue from October 5th to 8th.  

 

 

The inaugural Para World Sailing Championships for Athletes with Intellectual Impairment will be held at 
Southport Yacht Club in November 2022 as part of the Virtus Oceania Asia Games  

This is a significant event, being the first world championship sanctioned by World Sailing for this athlete 
group.  The sailors will compete in Hansa 303’s. 

Many people with intellectual impairment participate in sailing, often through Sailability or community sailing 
programs, currently only compete in inclusive open events in small numbers. This event is an important step 
toward establishing an international competition pathway for these athletes.   

The event includes two World Championship disciplines (for 1 person and 2 person crews), where competitors 
have eligible intellectual impairment under the Virtus Int requirements and a second where only 1 of the com-
petitors has an intellectual impairment. More information about the event is available via this link. 

Virtus event to held in Queensland in November. 

http://www.hansaclass.org.uk
https://southportyachtclub.com.au/2022-para-world-sailing-championships/


Recently, Hansa Sailing was contacted by a lady named Dana, who had taken 

possession of a 2.3 breeze. Dana wrote: 

Hello from Manistee Lake in northern Michigan! My name is Dana and I’m excited to 
tell you my sailing story. I recently purchased a used Hansa Breeze and absolutely 
love it. It’s the perfect boat for me. I’m 61 and retired in 2021. I loved being on the 
water and swimming from a young age. In my 20s, I was an avid windsurfer, sailing 
on inland lakes in  Michigan and trips to Aruba. I gave up windsurfing due to family 
and career, but tried it again in 2019 when my husband and I moved to Manistee 
Lake.  

I’m a cancer survivor and believe in living life to the fullest. Post cancer, I have been 
doing all of the things I enjoy and learning new activities such as sailing. I love the 
calmness, beauty, and feeling of being out on the water propelled by wind. I found 
the windsurfer was too difficult for me given that I have lost a lot of strength. I was 
looking for another way to sail and took a sailing lesson in June 2022 and purchased 
the Breeze from the organization where I took the  lesson.  

I am pleased to be able to rig and sail the Breeze all by myself. I feel safe and        
comfortable while sailing it. When I’m out there on the water, I look up at the sail and 
sky and feel so lucky and happy. It’s peaceful, exciting, and fun at the same time. I 
plan to sail on Manistee Lake in my retirement years for as long as I can. I can see 
myself sailing in my 80s.  

I think it’s wonderful that 
Hansa Sailing provides the 
opportunity for people with 
disabilities and other       
limitations to sail. It’s an 
amazing experience that I 
wish all people could have 
the chance to enjoy.  

Thanks for getting in touch 
Dana and so pleased you’re                                                                                                  
enjoying your 2.3! 

Hansa Huddle or Hug? 

Some photos from the Italian Hansa Class Championships showed a group of sailors linked together in a circle, 

prompting comments calling it the Hansa Huddle or Hansa Hug. 

We don’t mind what it’s called— we think it looks pretty spectacular either way! 

Welcome to the water, Dana ! 



Upcoming Events 
 

 

 
 

October 2022  

Hansa Class Asia Pacific Championships, Para Worlds Hiroshima Oct 18-23.           
www.hansaregionals.org  

 

November 2022  

Para Worlds for Athletes with Intellectual impairment Gold Coast, Queensland, Nov 5-12. 
www.southportyachtclub.com.au 

 

December 2022  

West Australian Hansa Class Championships Koombana Bay Sailing Club Dec 2-4. www.aushansaclass.org.au 

NZ Hansa 303 Championship and Kiwi Cup  Ngaroto Dec 2-4  www.yachtingnz.org.nz 

 

January 2023  

Sail Melbourne Brighton, Victoria Jan 14-18. www.sailmelbourne.com.au 

 

March 2023  

NZ Liberty Championships Auckland, March 24– 26th. www.yachtingnz.org.nz 

 

April 2023  

Australian Hansa Class Championships Wynyard, Tasmania Apr 7-10. www.aushansaclass.org.au 

 

June 2023 

Dutch Hansa Class Championships  Sneek Jun 30—Jul 2. www.hansaklasse.nl 

http://www.hansaregional.org
http://www.hansaregional.org
https://southportyachtclub.com.au/events/2022-para-sailing-world-championships/?fbclid=IwAR0Hc-yTKO8ZP--lR9wUSS9CFCuI7urBrUaLRuo1OWWYbYyTeEH49IOD5yQ
http://www.aushansaclass.org.au
https://www.yachtingnz.org.nz/events/2022/12/2022-new-zealand-hansa-class-national-championship-and-kiwi-cup
http://www.sailmelbourne.com.au
http://www.yachtingnz.org.nz
http://www.aushansaclass.org.au
http://www.hansaklasse.nl

