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Out of the ashes 
A lot has happened since our last newsletter which was September 2019. 

Beginning when the LA 2020 Worlds were cancelled after the Mayor 

leased the LAYC marina to an out of town operator which closed it with 

legal action pending, but COVID-19 would have shut LA 2020 down anyway.  

Then we were approached on two sides by bushfires which were quite threatening, which was closely followed 

by COVID-19 which shut us down in Australia. So we took the opportunity to write a few chapters of Chris’s       

impending book called “Out of the Ether”. So below I’ll embellish some of those subjects. 

But first, Nobi Nishi our close friend, founder of Sailability Japan and Hansa distributor died 

on 24th January 2020. Over the final 6 months we worked with Nobi to establish Hansa 

Sailing Japan, a not for profit with trustees from across Japan. HSJ Chairman is Sam Goriki 

and is based at Goriki Island in Mie Province near the central Japan city of Nagoya. HSJ 

received a substantial bequest from Nobi and will continue to progress his vision of sailing 

for everyone in Japan. 

In Australia around Xmas a bushfire flared up about 7 km south of our house 

in the bush on the outskirts of Nowra which became dangerous when a  

southerly front came through carrying embers before it. They deployed 3   

helicopters, 4 fire boss amphibious air tractors, 2 x C130, a 707 and a DC10 

which on the day were all flying over our house heading south to water-bomb 

the fire which got within 500m of us. It was more exciting than scary for us as 

we built our house to survive the worst,  

including our “wine cellar”, a 6m x 6m    

concrete walled room, grass growing on its 

earth covered concrete roof, with an airlock 

between double doors, so it’s a fire bunker, 

but the building code says a bunker needs 

to be 30m from your house and under-

ground, so impossible to access using a 

wheelchair, so we did it our way instead.  
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Hong Kong cleans up 

During a 16 week lockdown due to COVID-19, the 

team at Sailability Hong Kong used their time wisely 

to refurbish some of their boats. 

Starting with 6 of their older 303’s, they gave their 

boats a new lease of life, with only their early sail 

numbers reflecting the age of the boats. 

Encouraged by their results, the group plans to now 

turn their attention to their fleet of 2.3’s . 

The group recently received a great write-up in the 

South China Morning Post, which you can read here. 

Read more news on Hong Kong on pages 4 & 5. 

 

Out of the Ashes.. continued 

Then COVID-19 arrived, so that shut us down, shut all of you down too, though we are 

ticking along getting our little accessible folding trimarans ready, and other               

development projects, but more on those later. The factory in Batam is OK, although 

operations are scaled back. Indonesia has been badly impacted by COVID-19, and 

most of the ferries to Singapore are cancelled, but our boats are being built and      

containers are moving to and from Singapore and on to ports overseas. So we had to 

cancel building that fireproof factory so we will see what climate change serves up next 

year. 

In the midst of all this we were working with France and fantastic La Voile Ensemble to 

put together a rescue mission to build and ship 48 x 303’s to supply all the boats that 

were caught up in the bankruptcy of the previous French distributor. I attended the 

French Nationals last year to get a handle on the situation, and came away with the 

impression that we English speaking people live in our bubble, while in France they take their passion for sailing 

to another level. We feel honoured to have been given the opportunity and trust to fix the problem and now look 

forward to far more engagement with our French sailors.  

This COVID-19 imposed downtime has given us the opportunity to work on the story behind Hansa Sailing. The 

first chapters start at my childhood and follow a timeline interspersed with perspectives on alcohol addiction, 

sailing around the South East Pacific, drugs, gold and diamond smuggling, bouncing off the front of a train in 

Bangkok, an awakening spiritual awareness, life in Asia, jail in Bangladesh, back to Australia and boat building 

and the politics of sailing. Chapter 6 got up to the Rio Paralympics, then perspectives on my two favourites,   

politics and religion which is the just completed chapter 7.  

Out of the Ether is the story behind the Hansa story, the plan-less design philosophy, the source of the power of 

numbers, universal design, the boats, programs and our events.  We should have enough of this ready to show 

a publisher by the end of this year. If you want to know more about this project please send me an email at: 

chris@hansasailing.com 

https://www.scmp.com/sport/hong-kong/article/3091896/anyone-can-sail-disabled-elderly-and-poor-make-most-sailability-and
mailto:chris@hansasailing.com
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Postponements 
due to COVID-

19 
Due to the uncertainty and  

social distancing rules being       

enforced in countries around 

the world due to COVID-19, a 

number of Hansa Class events 

have either been cancelled or 

postponed. 

Dates of events that have 

been rescheduled are on the 

IHCA website calendar. As 

more events are confirmed—or 

cancelled—we will update the 

calendar. 

 —oo0oo— 

BAADS farewell 
two sailors this 

year 
The team from BAADS (Bay 

Area Association of Disabled 

Sailors) in San Francisco have 

sadly said lost two of their  

sailors this year. 

In mid March, their former 

Commodore Ann Sieck, 

passed away after a short  

illness. 

Then in June, the team lost 

their former Dinghy Program 

Director, Greg Williams. 

Our condolences to both the 

families and friends of Ann and 

Greg and the crew at BAADS. 

 

 

2021 Hansa Worlds in Palermo! 

The venue for the 2021 Hansa Class World and International Championships 

has been announced. 

The regatta will take place in Palermo, Sicily from October 2nd to 9th, 2021 

hosted by the Associazione Italiana Classe Hansa (AICH). 

This change will see our Hansa Class World 

Championship align better with Para World    

Sailing Championships which are held in        

alternate years. 

Para World Sailing announced as part of their 

2020 – 2023 Para World Sailing Strategy that, at 

The Hague 2022 Sailing World Championships in 

the Netherlands, Para World Sailing Classes will 

be included in the programme of events and will 

continue to be included in editions thereafter.  

This replaces the previous yearly Para 

World Sailing Championships that had 

been held every year since 1991. In 

order to award yearly World            

Championship titles in Para World    

Sailing Classes, they will be held in  

conjunction with Open Class World 

Championships in years not coinciding 

with the Sailing World Championships. 

The Hansa Worlds Organising Authority are working on a  dedicated website 

which will include information on    

accommodation and travel details to 

and within Italy. 

Follow the AICH on Facebook here. 

Read more about Palermo here. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ItalianHansaClass/
http://www.visitsicily.info/en/10cosea/palermo/
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303’s invited to Estonia 

Hansa 303’s are invited to take part in the Estonian Sailing Championships. 

Sailing will take place across 3 dates – July 17-19, 
August 14-16 and August 28 to 30. The regatta will be 
sailed on Tallinna laht (Tallinn Bay) in the Estonian 
Capital of Tallinn. 

Online entry is now open, with entry fees to be paid 
prior to July 13th. 

Notice of Race is available here. 

For more information, follow this link. 

Estonia is a relative newcomer to the Hansa family, receiving their first two 

boats last year. A local woman, Kylli Haav is doing great work in Estonia. 

With the two boats she has organized events with lots of press coverage and 

even getting politicians on board. 

Several new 303’s are also heading to Lithuania, and it is hoped that they, 

along with sailors from Latvia may join the Estonian event mentioned above. 

We look forward to welcoming these sailors to our Class and events!  

Change of 

name for 

Hong Kong 

sailing group 

 

Effective 1st April 2020, 

Hebe Haven Sailability 

Trust (HHST) has 

changed its name to  

Sailability Hong Kong 

Limited (SHKL). 

Under the guidance of 

Mike and Kay Rawbone, 

the group operates from 

the Hebe Haven Yacht 

Club and, in 2019,      

celebrated their 10th   

anniversary.  

With over 30 boats and a 

full calendar, the group 

are one of the top 10  

busiest programs in the 

World. See what they 

have been doing during 

the COVID-19 lockdown 

with their boats (page 2), 

and see the artwork of 

one of their sailors on the 

opposite page. 

—oo0oo— 

 

IHCA lights up their Facebook page 

With sailors around the world in lockdown due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

International Hansa Class decided to invite sailors to send through their fa-

vourite photos of Hansa boats and sailors in action to brighten up their Face-

book page. 

The response was overwhelming, with submissions from around the world. 

Our favourite, entitled the ‘Tale of Two Raft-ups’ shows sailors in Geelong, 

Australia and Sicily, Italy rafting up their boats in an almost identical and col-

ourful way. 

See the whole range of photos on the IHCA Facebook page. 

https://hansaclass.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/estonian-sailing-championships.pdf
http://www.puri.ee/en/eyu-olympic-sailing-estonian-championship/
https://www.facebook.com/International.Hansa.Class.Association/


 5 

Australian   
Hansa            

Nationals       
cancelled for 

2020 
 

The 2020 Australian Hansa 

Class Championships have 

been cancelled for 2020. 

Originally scheduled for Easter 

and to be held in Canberra, the 

event was deferred until     

October due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Following discussions between 

the AHCA and Canberra Yacht 

Club, the event has now been 

shelved for 2020. Current   

social distancing rules in place 

make it impossible to run the 

303 doubles events and may 

expose some potentially     

vulnerable competitors to    

unnecessary risks.  

The 2021 Australian Hansa 

Class National Championships 

are now scheduled for  April 

2nd to 5th 2021 at Canberra 

Yacht Club. 

 

Hansa Class during COVID-19 
With sailing and outdoor activities restricted the world, sailors and Class     

associations have been thinking outside 

the box to keep in touch and entertained. 

In France, sailors ‘meet up’ every Friday 

night at 7pm to play music and talk to each 

other. You can see some of their results 

on their Facebook page. Latest reports 

are that, with easing restrictions, sailors 

are starting to make their way out of their 

loungerooms and back onto the water 

again. 

In the UK and Australia, virtual regattas have been 

held online. The UK event even has a sponsor! 

 

 

 

 

 

The UK sailors have also been involved in a sailing quiz and an art competi-

tion, run by RYA Sailability, that has drawn entries from around the world. The 

competition has been so successful that it has recently been extended.   

Paintings, sketches, photographs—even model boats—have all been entered. 

One entrant, is 14 year old Herbert Spedding from Hong Kong, Herbert has 

autism, but loves to paint and shows incredible detail in his works. Some of his 

artwork hangs in the boardroom of the Sun Hung Kai property group, who 

sponsor some of the Hong Kong boats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the UK Hansa Class Facebook page for more art competition entrants. 

https://www.facebook.com/Classe-Hansa-La-voile-Ensemble-174346322626080/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDTCrquxdFi8WKPi3LUplthJ-6Ygl5LqpcFvtQt6NiyebqL1Rmf5juXStj44-AHXw8BkLe-OL3M1gkpt3qG9V7SZUeVC7ryMFocgJSunsD54Mn-R6LrTFyghA6uGEp627St2_pPZBLss4vv0Cg76Diy6QeAKNF9Nj3-19kD
https://www.facebook.com/hansaclassuk/
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Hansa boats 

used to    

represent     

diversity and 

inclusion 

Recently, a colorful photo 

of roto moulded Hansas 

was used by the Royal 

Yachting Association as 

part of their campaign to 

support diversity and  

inclusion. 

The photo corresponded 

with Global Pride 2020 

which highlights and   

supports the LGBTI+  

community around the 

world, and the RYA’s 

work to embrace diversity 

and make boating       

accessible to the widest 

possible audience. 

The photo was actually 

taken in Sydney in 

around 2003 to promote 

the roto moulded 

“Breeze’. 

The ‘struggle’ on that day, 

was to get a clean photo 

before gusts of wind 

caught the sails and blew 

them over like a row of 

dominoes :) 

 

Masters Games in Japan in 2021 

 

 

 

 

The 10th World Masters Games will be held in Kansai, Japan in 2021. Like 

our Hansa World Championships in 2018, this is the first time that the Masters 

Games will be held in Asia.  

The games will take place over 17 days from May 14th to 30th and the Hansa 

303 singles and doubles are one of the invited classes. The sailing event will 

be held between 27th and 30th May. 

The Games are held in age divisions— for the Singles—the age of the helm 

categories are  

【Hansa 303 (single)】 

 Open：30+, 45+, 55+, 65+, 75+  

And for the Doubles it is combination of the sailors ages: 

【Hansa 303 (two athletes) (The age of the two athletes combined)】 

 Open：60+, 90+, 110+, 130+, 150+ 

The regatta is open to disabled and able bodied sailors who will sail and be 

scored only by their age division. 

Entry is now open via the event website. 

—oo0oo— 

The event’s mascot is called Sufula—an abbreviation for "Sport for Life" . 

Sufula is a fairy of sports based on cherry blossoms. which is the symbol of 

the World Masters Games 2021 Kansai having pink color and shape of the 

flower. 

The scarf fluttering in the wind that Sufula wears express comfortable wind 

that we can feel when we are doing sports. 

Sufula's nose is a seed so that World Masters Games 2021 Kansai will be the 

"beginning" of the lifelong sports.  

 

 

                                                     

 

—oo0oo— 

https://wmg2021.jp/en/games/detail?id=985


 7 

Since our last 

newsletter 

Here are a couple of stories that 

have featured on our website and 

Facebook page since the last   

edition of Telltales. 

 

—oo0oo— 

Chris Naughton’s work at 

BAADS 

 

Chris Naughton’s 5 years working 

with BAADS in San Francisco was 

acknowledged as part of a fund-

raising campaign for US Sailing 

 

—oo0oo— 

Dubai Sailability turns 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November, Dubai Sailability 

turned 10 years old, with a sailing 

regatta and party held 

 

—oo0oo— 

Catch up on these stories and 

more on the s4e website and          

Facebook page.  

 

The entire back catalogue of    

Telltales—dating back to 1999 - 

are available to search and   

download from our website.  

Inclusion Index 

GOLD—INCLUSIVE.  Intentionally designed to be inclusive. Open to any-

one/everyone using Universal Design equipment and governed 

by Universal rules which the vast majority can understand and 

comply with. The equipment levels the playing field which    

empowers people and encourages individuality. Ideal if there is provision 

for those who cannot participate independently to be chaperoned. Gold 

Inclusive sparkles most where everyone becomes a sailor with lessening 

emphasis on difference/disability. 

LILAC—INTEGRATED.  Open to everyone, but accommodates people 

with a disability with modified/adapted equipment. Examples 

are modified craft with sail area reduced for the safety of people 

with a disability, modified rules for people with a disability or 

additional seating to accommodate a disabled crew member on a yacht.  

BLUE—EXCLUSIVE. Open to everyone, if you are good enough to gain 

entry. Includes elite mainstream competition like the Olympics.  

Conventional equipment may only be usable by able bodied 

people, so its therefore inadvertently discriminatory. 

JADE—OPEN POSITIVE SEGREGATION. Supports individuality,       

supports competition, only people with a disability, but all     

disability can participate. Discriminates against not-yet disabled  

people.  

GREEN—EXCLUSIVE POSITIVE SEGREGATION. Supports individuality. 

Includes elite disabled competition like the Paralympics and 

world championships dominated by supported national teams. 

Competitors require classification. In Paralympic sailing’s case 

not all physical disability,  or intellectual disability is accepted. 

Discriminates against able bodied people. 

RED—BENEVOLENT POSITIVE SEGREGATION.  Open only to people 

with a disability, maybe even those with a specific disability, 

Individuality is not encouraged, most participants are         

chaperoned. Examples are Special Olympics activities, the 

many benevolent Sailability programs which offer therapeutic 

sailing to clients, as against sailors. Also missionary approach. 

See the range of boats and accessories available at our website & E-shop 

 

        www.hansasailing.com 

https://www.facebook.com/USSAILING/photos/a.147334718870/10157090489923871/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/USSAILING/photos/a.147334718870/10157090489923871/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/doscuae/posts/10157740773046575?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBJ_6DdR6jjb720KinXO99eb1Qb-LBlSJybdzWAyPGAaSNPe5vsIzGcsaOALfuL4ok5UgzDgUPZ2pKawXROFphB5wb8hT5PSzMhbBkMLZmnIvO80CrHf4gbNmflp6Emol8INtJDCsRIZbHB7u4Ms4FVsrjDDcSlGSufVFBh295n4ybuwWjWKNz8
http://www.s4e.org/blog
https://www.facebook.com/sailing4everyone
http://www.hansasailing.com
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Contact Us—Sailing 4 Everyone Foundation 

4/4 Cumberland Avenue            

SOUTH NOWRA NSW 2541 AUSTRALIA  

Postal: PO Box 5048 NOWRA DC NSW 2541 

P: +61 2 4403 0595  

F: +61 2 4403 0598       E: info@s4e.org   

Visit us on the web at www.s4e.org   Or visit and like our Facebook page. 

 Upcoming Events 

July 2020 

 

Estonian Sailing Championships Tallin, Estonia, Jul 17-19. Hansa 303 www.puri.ee 

Portuguese Hansa Class Championships Aveiro, Portugal, Jul 24-26. Hansa 2.3 and 303 www.apcaccess.pt 

 

August 2020 

 

Estonian Sailing Championships Tallin, Estonia, Aug 14-16. Hansa 303 https://puri.ee 

Estonian Sailing Championships Tallin, Estonia, Aug 28-30. Hansa 303 https://puri.ee 

 

September 2020 

 

Polish Hansa Championships Gorki Zachodznie / Mragowo, Sep 5-11. Hansa 303 www.hansaclass.org 

Swiss Hansa Championships Thun, Switzerland, Sep 18-20. Hansa 2.3, 303, Liberty www.sailability.ch 

 

 

If you have a story that you would like to 

share—please send details to Shauna at   

media@s4e.org 

http://s4e.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sailing4everyone
https://puri.ee
http://www.apcaccess.pt
mailto:lvnpdc@numericable.fr
mailto:lvnpdc@numericable.fr
https://puri.ee
https://puri.ee
http://www.hansaclass.org
http://www.sailability.ch

