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Sweet 16 
A visitor to the factory a few months ago saw the nearly complete Sweet 

16 and asked “what’s the target market for this”. I didn’t know, hadn’t 

thought that far, I just felt we should do a really easily driven 16 footer as 

our last keelboat so we could concentrate on our range of folding       

inclusive trimarans. I use inclusive here as it looks like Universal Design 

(UD) is being hijacked and now more and more refers to things that are 

obviously disabled focussed, which is not what UD was meant to be 

about. 

If you google Inclusive Design however it brings you to the next level in 

design philosophy, as it takes UD and talks about diversity, that we are 

all individuals, everyone is different, some with extreme difference, that 

there is no norm, that its normal to be different. So we are now           

developing a range of inclusive OTB folding trimarans to suit the        

different needs of everyone.  

We should include Sweet 16 here as well as she is shaping to be an  

exceptional sailboat. We built the prototypes of Sweet 16 and Triumph, 

our first tri, on the same strongback and both started off as 14 footers. 

The mono hull grew to 16 ft (4.8m) and the tri to 15ft (4.6m). We finished 

Sweet 16 first and after a few adjustments were really pleased, and then 

came Triumph which is a show stopper. Sam, who completed 

his boat building apprenticeship with us and who has done the 

work on both these boats lamented to me that “its sad to think 

that this fantastic boat (Sweet 16) is going to be                

overshadowed by this extraordinary trimaran”.  

Well not necessarily so as they are poles apart, one looks like 

a baby SKUD with a giant vertical batten Liberty roller furling 

self tacking schooner rig, while the other has a similar rig but 

its combination of hulls and curves suggests a dolphin, a  

manta, or a spaceship. I think the dolphins will be delighted as 

they come alongside saying “wow, look at this go, she’s like 

one of us”. That’s if they can keep up.          Continued page 2 
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Inclusion Index 

GOLD—INCLUSIVE.  Intentionally designed to be inclusive. Open to anyone/everyone using    

Universal Design equipment and governed by Universal rules which the vast majority can           

understand and comply with. The equipment levels the playing field which empowers people and 

encourages individuality. Ideal if there is provision for those who cannot participate independently to be      

chaperoned. Gold Inclusive sparkles most where everyone becomes a sailor with lessening emphasis on      

difference/disability. 

LILAC—INTEGRATED. Open to everyone, but accommodates people with a disability with        

modified /adapted equipment. Examples are modified craft with sail area reduced for the safety of 

people with a disability, modified rules for people with a disability or additional seating to               

accommodate a disabled crew member on a yacht.  

BLUE—EXCLUSIVE. Open to everyone, if you are good enough to gain entry. Includes elite main-

stream competition like the Olympics.  Conventional equipment may only be usable by able bodied 

people, so its therefore inadvertently discriminatory. 

JADE—OPEN POSITIVE SEGREGATION. Supports individuality, supports competition, only people 

with a disability, but all disability can participate. Discriminates against not-yet disabled people.  

GREEN—EXCLUSIVE POSITIVE SEGREGATION. Supports individuality. Includes elite disabled 

competition like the Paralympics and world championships dominated by supported national teams. 

Competitors require classification. In Paralympic sailing’s case not all physical disability, or          

intellectual disability is accepted. Discriminates against able bodied people. 

RED—BENEVOLENT POSITIVE SEGREGATION.  Open only to people with a disability, maybe 

even those with a specific disability, Individuality is not encouraged, most participants are          

chaperoned.  Examples are Special Olympics activities, the many benevolent Sailability programs 

which offer therapeutic sailing to clients, as against sailors. Also missionary approach. 

Sweet 16 (continued) 

Dolphins, who are renowned for their good taste will also appreciate Sweet 16 as she is 

reminiscent of the SKUD at the stern with twin rudders, self draining cockpit but open tran-

som, with the same cockpit tracks to take a variety of seating and steering combinations 

we are finalising now. The big Liberty schooner rig uses new tube extrusions, a vertical 

batten main with a horizontal boom which clears the keel when it is fully raised (no bulb, 

and on-board keel lifter), with a revolutionary bobbin/gooseneck arrangement and       

compression boom vang with big size Liberty jib type claw above which allows the main to 

be fully furled.  The foremast also has new tubes with a choice of claws (partial furl or fully 

furl the jib) and jib struts on both sides like a wishbone.  Sails are by North. 

The first hull off the Batam moulds was used to test sails and will be heading to Europe in Steve Sawford’s next 

container as a demo boat. Sweet 16 is a really nice boat and should live up to her name. We are developing a 

very powerful mainsheet winch to handle this bigger main at high speed. Steering can be tiller, joystick in front of 

a bench seat with backrest which can be aft with crew forward, or 2P side by side towards the centre, or       

centreline canting SKUD seat with levers, solo or with crew. Can be sailed and eventually raced solo, 2P, 2P 

and coach, or 3 kids and a coach. She will also accept a stayed rig with roller furling A Sail which will be        

developed later in the year.                    Chris Mitchell 
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Paralympic     
Development 

Program  
Para World Sailing have held 

the first ever Asian Paralympic 

Development Program (PDP) 

Clinic. 

Using the Hansa 303 and 

2.4mr, the 6-day clinic saw 

sailors from Hong Kong,   

Thailand, Singapore and    

Philippines taking part. 

The Hong Kong clinic follows 

on from the first clinic held in 

Argentina in January. The next 

clinic will be held in Gydnia 

(POL) in July just prior to the 

European Disabled Sailing 

Championships, with another 

in Marseilles (FRA) scheduled 

for October which will welcome 

sailors from North Africa . 

 

You can read more about the 

Hong Kong PDP Clinic via   

this link. 

 —oo0oo— 

© Guy Nowell Photography 

© Guy Nowell Photography 

NZ Hansa Class Championships 
Sailors travelled from Auckland, 

Hawkes Bay, Taranaki, Tauranga,  

Rotorua, and Wellington to take part in 

the 2017 NZ Hansa Class           

Championship at Lake Taupo. 

The forecast for Saturday was periods 

of torrential rain and not much wind,  

but fortunately the torrential rain never 

arrived and there were even small 

glimpses of the sun. 

Four races were sailed on Saturday in 10 – 

12 knots of wind, after a day of some very 

close racing across all 3 divisions—Hansa 

303 Single and Two Person and Liberty. The 

303 single fleet included four vision impaired 

sailors and in the 303 doubles, the youngest 

competitor, Reuben Dempsey, was sailing in 

his first regatta and was excited as he got to 

have a day off school! 

Sunday saw some close racing 

to decide the podium finishers.  The weather 

delivered some more showers and a bit more 

wind than Saturday.  

After some close racing the winners were 

decided, with Paulien Chamberlain 

(Tauranga)  winning the 303 singles, RNZYS’s Andrew May and his crew,  

Alison taking out the 303 doubles and Akarana’s Brendan Tourelle winning the 

Liberty division and Kiwi Cup 

At the prize giving it was announced that the 

2018 NZ Hansa Nationals and Kiwi Cup would 

be hosted by New Zealand’s newest Sailability 

group Sailability Tauranga . However they have 

since pulled out of hosting so they can focus on 

building up their newly established group.  We 

currently have expressions of interest from two 

groups so the new host of the 2018 Nationals 

will be announced shortly. 

http://www.sailing.org/news/41700.php#.WNSIpfl97IV
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Asia Pacific Championships 

The Gill Combined Hansa Class Asia Pacific Championships have concluded 

at Royal Geelong Yacht Club with sailors aged from 11 to 92 taking part from 

around Australia, Japan and Chile. 

Saturday dawned overcast and calm and, unfortunately for the competitors, 

stayed that way throughout the day. The single person divisions – Hansa 2.3, 

Hansa 303 and Liberty – went out for the morning session in light conditions. 

The first race was started, however the 

wind dropped away to almost nothing, 

with only light patches and occasional 

puffs. 

In the Hansa 2.3 division, it was       

Japanese sailor Koji Harada who made 

the most of the light conditions, leading 

home current Australian 2.3 champion 

Allister Peek (ACT) and Alyse Saxby 

(NSW). 

Next to face the starter were the Hansa 303 single person division, and this 

group handled the light conditions well and most completed the course in 

time. Current World Champion Chris Symonds (TAS) lead home his Wynyard 

Yacht Club teammate Mike Darby with Kenneth Hibbert (SA) in third place. 

In the Liberty field, there is a blend of experienced and novice sailors, and it 

was the experienced sailors who handled the conditions better. In his first 

Hansa regatta in several years – and in a brand-new boat – Ballarat Yacht 

Club’s Charles Weatherly’s experience – mixed with knowledge of the      

Geelong waters – saw him lead home the division. Following him was South 

Australia’s Bob Schahinger, who has been the Australian Liberty Champion 

for 3 of the last 4 years. Another seasoned campaigner - WA’s Genevieve 

Wickham – was in third place. 

Due to the light winds, several competitors in all fleets were unable to       

complete the course in the time limit, and racing was suspended for the     

remainder of the morning session. Conditions didn’t improve for the afternoon 

session, and racing was abandoned for the day. 

The regatta dinner was held on Saturday night, attended by over 100 people. 

During the dinner, Mr Yuso Okita from Hiroshima Sailing Federation made a    

presentation about the 2018 

Hansa Class Worlds.     

More light conditions were in 

order on Sunday. During the 

wait for breeze, 26 boats 

formed a spectacular raft-up. 

Finally a further 2 races were 

completed for the single     

person fleets and 1 for the  

doubles. 

Vale 

Brian Pease from BAADS 

(Bay Area Association of 

Disabled sailors) passed 

away unexpectedly at 

home in Mill Valley,    

California on Tuesday, 

March 7th. He was 52 

years young. 

Brian's unique contribu-

tions to BAADS have 

been many. He was 

Treasurer since 2009 and 

worked tirelessly to keep 

the budget in order. He 

was dedicated to our  

organization and sailing. 

He was passionate in his 

work and he was a loyal 

friend.  

Brian was an active 

member of the Small 

Boat Program and 

loved to sail in all condi-

tions.  

His sense of humor 

could always bring a 

smile to your face. A fun 

loving individual who 

seemed to love life,      

especially on the water. 

His Facebook profile 

statement is something 

he did and all of us can 

live by "Make each day 

the best you can". 

Reproduced with permission 

from BAADS 
Photo © Lachie Hannan 
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Asia Pacific Championships 

The final scheduled day of racing again dawned overcast and calm and    sail-

ors in the single person divisions were held ashore. When the wind failed to 

strengthen, the morning session was abandoned, leaving the results as they 

stood at the end of day 2. 

The wind picked up in the afternoon and 

the two-person Hansa 303s were able to 

get 3 races in during their time on the    

water. Across the 3 days of racing, sailors 

were frustrated by a lack of wind however 

the four divisions were able to complete 

their minimum race numbers by Monday’s 

final session. 

Reigning World Champion in the Hansa 303 single person class, Wynyard 

Yacht Club’s Chris Symonds can now add the Australian and Asia Pacific ti-

tles to his resume, taking out the division in front of his Wynyard teammate 

Mike Darby. 

Darby turned the tables in the Hansa 303 two-person division when, with crew 

Manuela Klinger, he beat home Symonds and his crew, Jeannine    Peacock 

to take the title. 

It was a win to the international sailors in the Hansa 2.3 division, with Japan’s 

Koji Harada handling the light conditions the best, to win the division by 3 

points from local Allison Weatherly and NSW ’s Alyse Saxby. 

In the Liberty division, Bob Schahinger took the win by one point from Charles 

Weatherly, with Jason Elwes from NSW in 3rd place. With competitors in  

every division, Victoria took home the State Teams Trophy. 

AHCA President Russell Phillips said: 

“This regatta has been a success on 

many levels. Local and international 

friendships were made and renewed, 

competitors, their friends and supporters 

have been made to feel very welcome 

here and, despite the lack of wind, we 

have all had a great time in Geelong’. 

“We are very grateful for the support of the City of Greater Geelong, Royal 

Geelong Yacht Club – their members and volunteers -  and Gill Australia for 

supporting this open and inclusive sailing Championship”. 

Full results available on the RGYC website - http://www.rgyc.com.au/

results/2017_Hansa_Asia_Pacific_Titles.htm 

A great range of photos of the event by Paul McInned are on the 

Class website—www.ahca.yachting.org.au 

UK Club wins 
award for        
inclusion 

Tees and Hartlepool Yacht 

Club have taken out the RYA 

Club Inclusivity Award at the 

RYA Dinghy Show in March. 

In a project which was formed 

over several years, with the 

assistance of a funded part-

time Sailing Activator, the Club 

focused on introducing        

initiatives to raise awareness 

of sailing and provide          

accessible opportunities for all. 

These included running at 

least three free open days 

each year, some tailored and 

targeted at specific under-

represented groups - women, 

people with disabilities and 

young people – so anyone 

could walk in off the street and 

try sailing. They also increased 

integration of Sailability sailors 

into full club members taking 

part in training and racing. 

Training officer Micky Early is 

now charged with continuing 

the momentum of the last two 

years. He says “It is my job to 

make sure we keep growing 

THYC as somewhere that   

anyone from any walk of life is 

able to experience the joys of 

sailing, whether young, old, 

able-bodied, disabled, rich or 

poor.”  

You can read more about the 

Club and their program here. 

 

—oo0oo— 

http://www.rgyc.com.au/results/2017_Hansa_Asia_Pacific_Titles.htm
http://www.rgyc.com.au/results/2017_Hansa_Asia_Pacific_Titles.htm
http://www.ahca.yachting.org.au
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/club-room/april-2017/Pages/rya-club-of-the-year-2017-finalists.aspx


 6 

European Para Youth Games 

For the first time sailing has been included in the European Para Youth 

Games, planned from 9 to 15 October 2017 in Genova (ITA). The Hansa 303 

is the boat selected for the sailing            

competition. 

To be eligible to compete the minimum age is 

12 years old and the maximum is 23 years 

old. 

The event schedule sees registration from  

October 9th, with classification and training 

days on October 10th to 12th. The Opening 

Ceremony will take place on October 11th. 

Racing takes place from October 13th to 

15th. 

The regatta will take place one week prior to the 2017 Hansa Class European            

Championships in Meze, France. 

Follow this link to the event website.  

Show Boats 

Hansa boats have been on display at some recent boat shows in the Northern 

Hemisphere, 

 

Sailability Hel- las, Greece, 
on IDPWD 

Amsterdam Boat Show 

RYA Boat Show 

Japan International Boat Show 

To be Shore 

to be shore! 

 

Hansa Sailing have a 

new version of their 

Shore Shuttle for      

transporting boats. 

The Shore Shuttle to suit 

the Hansa 2.3 and 303 

now comes fitted with a 

bow support. 

The bow support ensures 

that the shuttle sits flatter 

and that the bow of the 

boat is not resting on the 

ground. 

The bow support can be  

easily retro-fitted to     

existing Shore Shuttles. 

For further information, 

see the Hansa Sailing 

website, or contact them 

via email at: 

admin@hansasailing.com 

http://www.epyg2017.com/en/home/
http://www.hansasailing.com
mailto:admin@hansasailing.com
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Para World  
Sailing     

Championships 
Eligible competitors are      

encouraged to enter the 2017 

Para World Sailing          

Championships that are being 

held in Kiel, Germany from 

19th -25th June. 

The Hansa 303 will be sailed 

in single person men’s &  

women’s divisions and the 

SKUD18 will be sailed in the 

new J5 configuration—  The 

helm sits in a centreline seat. 

The crew can hike. Trapeze is 

not permitted. With additional 

provisions specified by World 

Sailing.  

Minimal disability criteria apply 

to all boats.  

In order for sailing to be     

considered for re-inclusion at 

the 2024 Paralympic games a  

minimum of thirty-two       

countries and three             

International Paralympic   

Committee regions must be 

represented. 

Minimum fleet numbers are 10 

for the Hansa 303’s and 6 

boats from 3 regions for the 

SKUD18. 

Early entry fee is available until 

1st May 

Find out more about the     

regatta via this link. 

—oo0oo— 

 

2017 European Championships 

The 2017 Hansa Class Combined European Championships will take place at 

Yacht Club de Meze in France from October 21st to 27th. Invited classes are 

the Hansa 2.3, 303 single and two-person divisions, Liberty and SKUD18. 

The Notice of Race is available via this link. The website also contains infor-

mation on charter boats and accommodation. 

The Yacht Club de Mèze is located on the shores of Etang de Thau, well know 

for the Bouzigues’ oyster. With the experience of organising the French Hansa 

Championships in 2015 and the French Inclusive Championship in 2016, the 

club and its team have the capability to conduct a quality championship event. 

Mèze is located 25 km 

the south west of 

Montpellier in the 

south of France. It is 

easily accessed by the 

motorway, there is a 

TGV station at Sète 

and by 

plane through Montpellier airport. .   

Mapping the way into sailing 

If you find yourself in Italy and want to find a Yacht Club to sail a Hansa boat, 

now there is an easy way to find one. 

Marco Rossato from the Italian Hansa Class Association has put together a 

map which pinpoints Clubs that have Hansa boats, accessible  

facilities and even some nearby accommodation options. 

The map will help people obtain more information about Hansa sailing in Italy. 

It can help those arriving from other countries who want to enjoy a holiday 

near a sailing club that offers accessible sailing opportunities. 

The map is currently available on the Italian Hansa Class website via this link. 

Marco is keen to expand the idea into different countries and is inviting any-

one interested to get in touch with him to add their Club to the map. 

Interested parties should provide: 

• Website address 

• E-Mail & Contacts 

• A photo 

• A short description of the Club 

Marco's contact email 

is segreteria.aich@gmail.com 

https://hansaclass.org/2017/04/13/entries-encouraged-for-2017-para-worlds/
http://hvse.ffvoile.fr/hvse2017/championnat-d'europe.aspx
http://www.hansaclass.it/mappa-maps/
mailto:segreteria.aich@gmail.com
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As the weather gets cooler and the days shorter it’s a great time to reflect on another successful summer of 

Hansa Sailing in New Zealand, although we are fortunate that most groups sail year round. 

The number of groups using Hansa boats in New Zealand is continuing to grow 

with the establishment late last year of Sailability Tauranga operating out of the 

Tauranga Yacht and Power Boat Club.  Our newest group set up earlier this 

year in the stunning Bay of Islands operating out of the Bay of Island’s Yacht 

Club. The NZ Hansa Class Association owns one 2.3, three 303’s and a Liber-

ty that are loaned out to new groups such as these two new groups to help 

them get established. So far the loan boats have helped 7 groups to    become 

established.  The loan boats have been key in getting new groups off the 

ground and the boats are usually loaned out for 12 – 18 months or until the 

new group have purchased their own boats.    

We currently have Sailability/Inclusive sailing groups operating in the following 

areas: Auckland, Bay of Islands, Hawkes Bay, Nelson, Rotorua, Taranaki, 

Tauranga, Waikato, Wellington, Whanganui and Whangarei with another 

South island venue preparing to launch in the next year.  Each group is unique 

but we all have the same goal of making sailing accessible to as many people 

as possible.  Some groups have a strong racing focus while others have more 

of a therapeutic / recreational focus.  Most groups are based within existing 

yacht clubs or at least have a strong connection to a yacht club.  In most, if not 

all situations, this relationship has been mutually beneficial. The team from  

Napier have completed a 24 hour sail to honour a former sailor and passage crossings over the last couple of 

years. 

As the summer season draw to a close we reflect on the NZ Hansa Class 

Nationals in Taupo on the11th and 12th of March, where we had a record 

number of entries. 28 sailors competed from all over the North Island, 

which included four former Paralympic sailors.  (You can read more about 

this event on page 3).  

Regards, 
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First event of Italian Season 
Italian National League of Sestri Ponente will host Hansa 303 sailors on 

13th & 14th May in Pegli, Genova. This is an open event, however the   

organisers are offering a prize to the best-placed disabled sailor of a one 

week cruise (with a friend) courtesy of Costa Crociere. 

Notice of Race and accommodation options are available on 

the AICH  website—www.hansaclass.it 

Other regattas are scheduled for 1st & 2nd July at Fraglia Vela Desenzano 

and 7th & 8th July at Ass. Velica Trentina (TN). The Italian Hansa Class 

Championships will take place from 30th August to 3 September in Duino. 

Since our last 

newsletter 

Here are a couple of stories that 

have featured on our website and 

Facebook page since the last   

edition of Telltales. 

—oo0oo— 

Sailability Enoshima adds     

colour to a boat show 

 

Sailability Enoshima supply some-

thing for the kids at the Japan   

International Boat show in       

February 

 

—oo0oo— 

 

24 hour sail for Samuel 

 

As mentioned in our last edition, 

the sailors of Hawkes Bay in New 

Zealand have held a 24 hour    

sailing event in honour of a late 

comrade. 

 

—oo0oo— 

Catch up on these stories and 

more on the s4e website and          

Facebook page.  

 

The entire back catalogue of    

Telltales—dating back to 1999 - 

are available to search and   

download from our website.  

4th Flanders Cup 

The Notice of Race has now been released for the 4th Flanders 

Sailability Cup. The regatta will be held on the Antwerp Left Bank using  

facilities of the Royal Yacht Club van België on the Galgenweel Lake.   

Regatta dates are Friday, May 26 through Sunday, May 28. The Flanders 

Sailability Cup, along with regattas in Switzerland, France, UK and the 

Netherlands will again comprise the Hansa North Cup Championships. 

Click here for the Notice of Race. The registration form will be on the     

Sailability Flanders website within a couple of weeks, enabling you to     

register online. For help with accommodation or charter of boats, contact 

organisers at: wedstrijden@sailability.be 

Deep in the heart of Texas 
Hansa 303’s were amongst the boats that were on display at the US Sailing Nation-

al Sailing Programs Symposium in Austin, Texas in February. The three day event 

is the premier event for sailing education in the United States. It brings together 

program directors, instructors, volunteers, parents and industry representatives to 

share and learn best practices about  running, 

maintaining and improving sailing programs.  

The goal is to have participants coming out of the 

symposium with ideas to apply to their sailing pro-

grams, making them better and helping them grow.  

West Coast Sailing—Hansa Sailing’s US           

Distributor—was responsible for getting the boats to 

the event. On their blog, they posted—”The 303W, 

with quick and easy reefing, adjusted well to the 

puffy conditions and was the hit of the day. We're 

looking forward to seeing more of the Hansa range 

at clubs and sailing centers around the country! “ 

West Coast Sailing website 

http://www.hansaclass.it
http://www.s4e.org/blog/?p=612
http://www.s4e.org/blog/?p=612
http://www.s4e.org/blog/?p=618
http://www.s4e.org/blog
https://www.facebook.com/sailing4everyone
http://www.sailability.be
mailto:wedstrijden@sailability.be
http://www.westcoastsailing.net
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Contact Us—Sailing 4 Everyone Foundation 

4/4 Cumberland Avenue            

SOUTH NOWRA NSW 2541 AUSTRALIA  

Postal: PO Box 5048 NOWRA DC NSW 2541 

P: +61 2 4403 0595  

F: +61 2 4403 0598       E: info@s4e.org   

Visit us on the web at www.s4e.org   Or visit and like our Facebook page. 

 Upcoming Events 

 

May 2017 

Sestri Ponente regatta  May 13-14 www.hansaclass.it Hansa 303 

Flanders Cup  Galgenweel, Belgium May 26-28. www.sailability.be Hansa 303 and Liberty 

June 2017 

French Hansa Class Championships Bauduen, France. June 2– 5. www.lavoile-ensemble.org Hansa 303 

Dutch Hansa Class Championships Zeewolde. June 9–11. www.hansaklasse.nl Hansa 2.3, 303 & Liberty 

Para World Sailing Championship—Keiler Woche Kiel, Germany. June 20– 25. ww.kieler-woche.de Hansa 

303 & SKUD18 

July 2017 

UK Hansa Class Championships  New Forest, Hampshire July 14—16. www.hansaclass.org.uk Hansa 2.3, 

303, Liberty & SKUD18 

European Disabled Sailing Championship  Gydnia, Poland July 18—22. www.sailing.org Hansa 303 

August 2017 

UK Sailability Multiclass regatta  Rutland August 4-6 www.hansaclass.org.uk Hansa 2.3, 303, Liberty, 

SKUD18 

Italian Hansa Class Championships  Duino August 30—September 3 www.hansaclass.it Hansa 2.3, 303, 

Liberty, SKUD18 

 

If you have a story that you would like to 

share—please send details to Shauna at   

media@s4e.org 

http://s4e.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sailing4everyone
http://www.hansaclass.it
http://www.sailability.be
mailto:lvnpdc@numericable.fr
http://www.lavoile-ensemble.org/
http://www.hansaklasse.nl
http://www.kieler-woche.de
http://www.kieler-woche.de
http://www.hansaclass.org.uk
http://www.sailing.org
http://www.hansaclass.org.uk
http://www.hansaclass.it

