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Europe loves  our Access Dinghies 
by Barbara Anderson 

Volume 3, Issue 1 

We traveled to Europe in late 
May 2001 firstly to accompany the Aus-
tralian Blind Sailing Team (Wayne Thomp-
son and Don Scott) who were competing 
in the Inaugural International Autono-
mous Blind Sailing Competition in Salo, 
Lake Garda, Northern Italy. They sailed in 
yachts about 21 foot long and similar to a 
Salvo. We all had a fantastic week with 
the unexpected highlight being our team 
winning the competition. We all learnt so 
much about Match Racing; electronic 
beeping buoys; drinking Italian vino and 
eating lots of salami and pasta!!!  
              Also at Salo, we had with us 3 
Access Dinghies for "come and try" sailing 
and the Italians loved our little boats. Lots 
of different people were able to try the 
Access Dinghies during the week - this 
included lots of able bodied people at the 
sailing club, German tourists on holiday, 
disabled groups and the Italian Blind sail-
ors.  

We think it will be great to set 
up match racing for vision impaired sail-
ors in the 303 using a similar beeping 
buoy system to that invented by the 
Homerus project. Hopefully we will be 
able to demonstrate and or have an ac-
tual competition at next year’s Australian 
Access Championships. 

After Italy, we drove through 
Austria and Germany to Holland (the 
Netherlands). Several "come and try" sail-
ing days were organised through a para-
plegic Irene Wentick who we met 2 
years ago in Spain, and last year in Syd-
ney. Irene is one of Holland's best female 
disabled sailors and very interested in 
getting the Access Dinghy introduced 
into Holland, as they have nothing like 
this as an introductory sailing boat.  

 
Continued on Page 2                   

Barbara and Neil Anderson are both are experienced and dedicated Sailability and Access Dinghy volunteers. Neil 
has been President of Sailability NSW for five years and is also a Trustee of the Access Dinghy Foundation;     
Barbara is an enthusiastic and committed volunteer at Sailability Dobroyd. During June, Barbara and Neil toured 
Europe and demonstrated Access Dinghies at several venues. Read Barbara’s description their adventures.  

Access Dinghies sailing on lake Garda in Northern Italy. 

Access Dinghies 
www.accessdinghy.org 
Ph:  61 3 9768 3101 



 

AHOY Everyone, 
               It’s interesting to observe that a 
common theme of articles submitted to 
Tell Tales is the freedom of sailing solo.  
We see it time and time again, from all 
over the world.  It is heartening to hear 
about the enjoyment everyone is getting 
from sailing in Access Dinghies. 
               I would like to mention activities 
at the recent Melbourne Boat Show and 
thank the Boating Industry Association of 
Victoria for their support and assistance. 
For the 4th year, Access Dinghies co-
ordinated the Indoor Sailing Pool.  Helped 
out by volunteers from Sailing for Every-
one Vic and Sailability, about 2000 children 
went sailing during the five days of the 
Boat Show.  BIA Vic provides the 25 metre 
above-ground swimming pool and Access 
Dinghies set up 27 fans, access and viewing 
platforms for the public to sail inside the 
Exhibition Centre.   
               This year the inaugural Austra-
lian Indoor Sailing Championships was held 
on the pool.  This was a fun event with the 
proceeds going to Sailing for Everyone & 
Sailability. 
               We would especially like to thank 
the BIA and the Victorian Government who 
funded Alder Allensworth, President of 
Sailability USA (see Alder’s article of Page 
5), to attend the Melbourne Boat Show and 
participate in the various events through-
out the Boat Show.  Alder presented Lind-
say Grenfel (President of BIA Vic) with 
the key to Clearwater City, Florida and 
good wishes from the Mayor of Clearwater. 
                —  happy sailing everyone, 
 

                                        Jackie Kay 

Editorial  Traveling thru Europe  
…. continued from Page 1 
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               Many Dutch people were able 
to see and try the dinghies. For exam-
ple, we were able to take Niels, a boy 
with Cerebral Palsy ( who first saw the 
Access Dinghy in Sydney last year) sail-
ing after special modification to both 
the seat and the electrics for him. Neil's 
loved it, and his father (Kees) who is a 
keen sailor himself, just couldn't believe 
it! Kees said that not even in his wildest 
dreams did he imagine that he would 
see his son sailing by himself. 

We sailed from an island in a 
lake in the middle of Holland, which is 
set up especially for disabled people. 
They have a multitude of different wa-
ter activities for people including row-
ing boats, canoes, and catamarans. The 
people working there thought the Ac-
cess Dinghies were just fantastic and 
want to buy some for their island as 
soon as possible. 35 people can stay at 
the island at a time and everything is 
set up so fantastic.  

We also took the boats to Zee-
land in the south west of Holland and 

sailed at a great sailing club and they are 
also very keen about the dinghies. There 
is a lot of sailing in Holland. They have 
plenty of water and love water sports - 
much to our amazement as it seems to 
be so cold there! It is suppose to be the 
beginning of summer but the weather 
was still quite cool to us.  

Everyone we have met has 
been so friendly and enthusiastic. We 
have learnt a lot from people and they 
have learnt from us.  While there is still a 
lot to do, we believe that the Access Din-
ghy is going to be a success in Holland 
and Europe, and that this will happen in 
the very near future. 

All in all we believe that this has 
been a very successful trip to Europe. The 
possibility for the integration of people 
with a disability into sailing in Italy and 
Holland has been greatly increased as a 
result. With Pierre Burney getting things 
happening in France and with a young 
guy from Belgium very keen, the future 
looks bright for the international scene 
here in Europe. 

After seeing his son, Niels sail an Ac-
cess Dinghy solo in The Netherlands, 
Dr. Kees Schuddeboom writes:  
 

“I want to thank you and all the peo-

ple involved for the magnificent ex-

perience to see my son Niels sailing on 

his own for the first time. I am not 

getting emotional easily, but the 

events of yesterday brought tears to 

my eyes. You did a wonderful job to 

make this possible. Thank you from 

the bottom of my heart, God bless 

you.” 

The Netherlands  -  Niels goes sailing 

PHOTOS 
 

Top Left 
Niels and Neil Anderson adjusting Niels’ sailing position. 
 

Bottom Left 
On the water and sailing at last. 



 

Tideway Sailability,  
London, UK 
— Clare Gray 
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We sail on one of the old London Docks 
with access to the River. It's a purpose built wa-
tersports centre with everything accessible but 
the centre is just about to be taken over by an-
other Trust and we think they think that they are 
taking us over too - but they're not! We are hav-
ing to fight to get a proper place in their plans for 
the future and they don't want to hear. We may 
have to move but we don't want to. It's great sail-
ing in the middle of London. If there are any Aus-
tralian Sailability people who find themselves in 
London come and sail with us!  

We've grown this season. Lots of families 
with disabled children are discovering sailing with 
us and our 4 Access are marvellous - you can't 
always tell which is the disabled sailor We've also 
got lots more volunteer sailors to come and help 
including an Australian.  At the end of September 
we're hosting the finals of the Traveller Series.  
Nadim expects to win again but there's more seri-
ous opposition this year. (Contact Clare at  
mariusgray@aol.com) 

“You can’t catch me “ - Idaho, USA 

Devry's father, Miles Moore is the director of SAIL: Self Awareness 
In Leisure (www.sail-s.com) a traveling accessible program based in 
Coeur d' Alene, Idaho that specializes in sailing on Access Dinghy's and 
Hobie 16 Trapseats, and handcycling and cross country skiing. They also 
run CART an online catalog specializing in products related to the before 
mentioned activities.  

 
Patron of the Access Dinghy Foundation, Sir William Deane has retired from his position of Australia’s Governor 

General and therefore Patron of the Foundation.  We are extremely grateful for Sir William’s support over the 

past three years.  Recently Sir William congratulated the Foundation, writing “…. The work you are doing has 
brought a lot of happiness to people.  Helen and I are very supportive of it and we wish you all the best for the 
future…”   The Foundation has wished Sir William and Lady Deane all the best in their retirement and will advise 

you of our new Patron as soon as possible.   

My twin 6 year old son, Davry,  sailed the Access Dinghy 2.3 
solo this last Saturday and I was amazed how well he was able 
to sail it.  When it was time to come in we tried to catch him on 
the Hobie 16 but he kept turning away from us when we got 
close to him.  When we got close to him and just before he 
turned on a new course he would say "run run as fast as you 
can, you can't catch me I'm the gingerbread man."  He would 
follow this statement with sticking his tongue out or waving at 
us along with a big cheesy smile.  The Access Dinghy 2.3 in my 
mind, has to be the perfect kids boat as well.  I was just so im-
pressed with how well a 6 year old could sail it.  We did con-
vince our son to finally sail to the beach.  It’s a day I will not 
soon forget. 



 

FACT SHEET 
Maintaining Access Dinghy Servo Assist Controls 

With proper care, your servo assist controls will serve you reliably for many years, as long as they are properly 
maintained. With delivery of your servo assisted Access Dinghy you received an Operations Manual containing the 
following Maintenance Instructions as well as other information. You also received a can of "Corrosion Guard" - 
please use it. If you have misplaced your copy of the Servo Assist Operations Manual please let us know and we 
will forward another copy to you (accessdinghy@msn.com.au). 
 
As with any electronic components, if they are left out in the weather (particularly in a salt environment), damage is 
bound to occur. For example if you had a remote control aircraft or boat you would not expect it to work if it was left 
sitting beside a lake for a few months uncovered. Well, the same principle applies to the servo assist electrics in 
Access Dinghies – if you leave the boat sitting beside a lake, full of rainwater, why would you expect the controls to 
continue working.  By following the maintenance regime below, the electrics will give you many years of worry-free 
operation. 

 
MAINTENANCE AND TROUBLESHOOTING. 
 
This equipment has to be serviced regularly if it is to 
remain free of corrosion and serviceable. Prior to leav-
ing our factory all terminals, plugs and corrodable parts 
were sprayed with "Corrosion Guard", a spray can of 
which is supplied with the boat on delivery. We ad-
vise you to spray all exposed terminals regularly, and 
inspect all the electrical components regularly, noting 
and treating any signs of corrosion. Spray "Corrosion 
Guard" directly into all plugs and wipe off excess from 
non corrodable areas. Also:  
 

1.   Do not allow any leads and plug ends to remain 
immersed in water.  

2.   If components are swamped, spray them with 
"Corrosion Guard" soon after. Remove and dry 
them first if necessary.  

3.   Appoint a handy, practical volunteer to take 
charge of the electrics, ideally someone with an 
electrical background.  

4.   Remove the inspection ports to ventilate the 
buoyancy compartment when the boat is packed 
away each day.  

5.   When the boat is stored for extended periods, 
remove (all) the electrics completely, service 
them and store in a dry place.  

6.   If the boat is usually sailed manually, remove the 
electrics till they are needed again, closing all the 
holes with the rubber bungs provided.  

7.   If the sheet winch fails to work when activated 
first check the plug leads if all seems OK next lis-
ten at the control box to hear if the relays are 
clicking. If they are the problem may be the blow 
fuse inside the control box which is in the circuit 
to protect the components if the sheet winch mo-
tor is stalled and overloaded. Open the box and 
fit a new 10amp-12volt fuse. Reseal the control 
box lid with urethane rubber preferably.  

 

Leave the traveller very long, adjust its length so the mast wont be over 
bent if the sheet is over tensioned. 

The sheet winch lead is 
held up under the con-
sole with a small block of 
foam.  Remove the sheet 
winch and check its 
workings.  
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                I am Jovin Tan, a participant of the sailing course on the Access 2.3 Dinghy. This is a 
very interesting activity. It is a kind of sport using wind and conducted under the hot sun or 
the thick black clouds. The lessons are conducted every Sunday.   
                My first time was a good experience for me because I sailed an Access 2.3 alone. For 
the first lesson, all the boats were rigged nicely for us; but from the second lessons onwards, 
we had to rig the boat ourselves. We also have to take note of the names of various parts of 
the boat.  We were taught different skills at each lesson. We normally sailed around two pink 
buoys. I met many new friends and also volunteers from NOL (Neptune Orient Line). 
                I am a disabled, I was given a chance to sail. I hope that more and more people with 
disability will come and take the sailing course.   Most of all, I would like to thank the various 
sponsors of the boats and all the volunteers for spending their time every Sunday to help us. 
Lastly, I want to thank those uncles and aunties from NOL for fetching me to and from the 
sailing club each Sunday. 

Volume 2, Issue 3 Page 5 

Sailability Singapore 
at Changi Sailing Club 

Dreams Do Come True 
 

By Alder Allensworth 
Sailability Florida sails in Clearwater 
www.sailability.org/usa/florida/index.html 

Contact Program Co-ordinator 
Allan Tan on  

SSCD@pacific.net.sg 

          We recently took delivery of three 
Access Dinghies. All three boats have 
been sponsored: one by the Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, Gulf Coast Chap-
ter, one by the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, Sun Coast Sub Chapter, and 
one by the Tampa Bay Pilot Association. 
The custom trailer that Bill Owens and 
Sons built was finished at the same time. 
They designed it to carry eight boats, 
man do they have faith in the program!  
         D-Day was June 2, 2001. We put 
the finishing touches on the trailer and 
made it to the Clearwater Sailing Center 

by 1pm. Bill Morris, the Harbor Master 
and his crew, had just finished putting a 
lift on the dock so that people with lim-
ited mobility could be lifted in and out of 
the boats. I love it when a plan comes 
together.  
         The day was supposed to be just a 
small crowd of the Sailability committee 
and SCIONS (Spinal Cord Injury Net-
work) members. However, members of 
Pasadena Community Church, where 
we have our meetings, came out in 
force to volunteer. Members of the local 
sailing club, Windjammers of Clearwa-

ter, provided safety support. Mike Ackley 
and his family provided powersboat sup-
port.  
          We had over 30 people show up 
with picnic food to share. Jay Stagg, our 
founding member and octogenarian, skip-
pered the two person boat and showed 
others how to sail. The highlight of the day 
was when Keith got into the boat with 
Jay. Keith had not sailed in 19 years when 
he broke his neck diving off a boat into 
shallow water. His injury is a high level 
quadriplegia. He is now anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of our electric boat at the end of 
summer so he can start sailing independ-
ently. His face radiated the rest of the day.  
                   In October we will be sponsor-
ing the Access Dinghy North American 
Championships at the Clearwater Sailing 
Center. We will have sailors from all over 
the world coming to participate in this 
event. And, I am proud to announce that 
Nava George will be here. She is the first 
ventilated quadriplegic to sail solo. She is 
coming from her home in Australia. Hos-
pice of the Florida Sun Coast will provide a 
wheelchair van for transportation during 
her visit.  
                It is incredible what can happen 
when a dream comes true. Our commu-
nity, Pinellas County Florida, has pulled 
together to make this happen. I mentioned 
the disabled sailors that got out on the 
water. I didn't mention the able body sail-
ors that are also a part of this dream. Sail-
ability depends on the whole community 
and this dream cannot happen without 
true community integration and support--
people of all ages and abilities having fun 
on the water together--.  
          I have a feeling that before long the 
other five empty berths on the trailer will 
be occupied and we will have even more 
people out there enjoying this sport to-
gether.  

Photo 
Jovin Tan  



 

 

2001 
September, 01 
8-9             UK Access Dinghy C’ships 
                 Whitefriars Sailing for the Disabled  
                  Cotswold Waterpark, Gloucester  
October, 01 
7                Sailability Singapore Regatta 
                  Singapore Sports Council for the Disabled 
                    Changi Sailing Club, SINGAPORE 

October, 01 
20-21        Nth American Access C’ships 
                Sailability Florida 
                  Clearwater Sailing Center, Florida  
November, 01 
17-18        NSW Access Dinghy Championships 
                  Sailability Port Stephens 
                  Port Stephens, NSW 
2002 
January, 02 
12-13      Victorian Access Championships 
                Sailability Gippsland 
                  Latrobe Valley Yacht Club, 
                  Hazelwood Pondage, Morwell. 
March, 02 
2 – 3         Aspect Australian Access 
               C’ships 
                 Sailability ACT 
                  Lake Tuggeranong, Canberra  
                  AUSTRALIA. 
March, 02 
end           Japanese Access C’ships 
                 Sailability Japan 
                  Osaka, JAPAN 
March, 02 
end           3rd International Access C’ships 
                 Sailability Japan 
                  Osaka, JAPAN 
 

 
Please provide details of State, National & 
International Access Dinghy events to 
Jackie. 

Upcoming Regattas  

“FREEDOM ON THE WATER” PHOTO COMPETITION 
Held in conjunction with the Australian Access Dinghy Championships, February 2001 

Sponsored by  

Foxys Fast Foto 

Clark Bay Farm  - Narooma NSW  
…. the home of Sailability Narooma 

 

is the ideal Australian getaway for the whole family where everyone 
can rest and recreate to their heart’s content. Each self-contained 
cottage has been meticulously designed and is appointed with automatic 
doors, reverse cycle airconditioning, fully adjustable height kitchen 
bench tops with electro-magnitic cook tops and microwave. An in-
ground, waveless, horizon pool and heated spa allow year round access 
to exercise or simple relaxation. 

 
For a totally accessible 
holiday contact Barney 
for more info. 
 
clarkbayfarm@mail.com 
Ph: 02 4476 1640 
www.fearne.com/clark/ 

Julian Stephenson, a lecturer in photography at the Canberra Institute of Tech-
nology judged the competition. Julian looked for photographs that were techni-
cally and aesthetically well made, that conveyed some sense of what Sailability 
was all about and required the viewers to explore the image content and think 
about what was communicated. 
 
For Best Photo he chose Tamasin Fengler's photo; 
Typically a difficult category 
competition best from what/
whose point of view? I have 
chosen this one because it 
allowed me to be a participant 
in the event, as though I was 
on shore, whilst it conveyed 
clearly and simply the nature 
of Sailability through the juxta-
position of the boats and the 
man in the wheelchair. 
 
Best Land Based Photo was taken by Leonie Holehouse; 
The use of cast-off wheelchairs in this photograph worked as a metaphor for the 
freedom associated with sailing and this was clearly the intention of the photog-
rapher. It demonstrates an understanding of symbolism and at very least an at-
tempt to communicate a message. 
 
Best Water Based Photo was taken by Tamasin Fengler; 
The photographer has demonstrated a very clear understanding of basic image 
composition and has great control over the technical aspects of photography. 
This photo places the viewer in the water so that you experience the event and 
the sensation of sailing and/or being in the water. This photo also captures the 
commitment and was initially my first choice for the best volunteer category. 
 
Best Volunteer at Work was taken by Sophie Sprintz; 
There were numerous photographs of people caught doing what volunteers do 
best but none (save the one above) stood out in any way. This photo however 
appealed to me right from the initial viewing of the work because of its honest, 
engaging and very documentary approach. The volunteer appears to be saying 
"no, don't take my picture, don't make a fuss about me" and isn't that what vol-
unteers are like, selfless and devoted. 

 


